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Article from UNG News

If you have been involved with the
visual arts over the past 50 years, I'm
sure you have heard, or had the honor
of engaging with, the incomparable
Tommye McClure Scanlin.

UNG'’s Department of Visual Arts was
founded in 1971 as the Department
of Fine Arts, what was then North
Georgia College. Considered

one of the founders of the Visual

Arts program, Tommye joined the
department in 1972. Teaching for 28
years, she retired from full-time in
2000, after also serving as department
head from 1997-2000. She continued
to teach the weaving classes as a part-
time faculty member until 2009 and



Visual arts

Visual arts students learn to

Article from UNG News
By: Staff

Recently, University of North Georgia
(UNG) student Manny Alvarez donned
a welding jacket, gloves and helmet
before he clamped his hands around
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“It was really exciting,” the
sophomore pursuing a studio art
degree said. “I heard the arc of
the electricity and felt the heat
come off of the device.”

Alvarez was one of a few UNG
students to learn how to use the
newly acquired machine in the fall.
Jeffrey Repko, assistant professor
of visual arts, incorporated the
welder into his curriculum after
receiving a Liberal Education and
America’s Promise (LEAP) grant to
purchase the equipment.

“l introduced welding to my advanced
sculpture students because it is a
transferable skill,” he said. “Having
that skill is invaluable because they

can work in a fabrication or design
shop.” JEFFREY REPKO
Assistant professor of visual arts

Repko explained welding lends
itself to creating large and
permanent sculptures for public
art, which is an ideal way for artists
to build their careers.

He pointed to the partnership UNG
visual arts department has cultivated
with the Gainesville Housing Authority
(GHA). In July 2017, a pair of UNG
students interned at GHA to design
and paint a mural at the Midtown
Villages at Melrose apartments in
Gainesville, Georgia. Four years later,
Craig Wilson, associate professor of
visual arts at UNG, and some of his
students assisted in painting a second

mural at the apartment complex.
Repko also crafted a sculpture
depicting industrial tools at the front
of the complex.

“The LEAP grant provided me and
my students the tools we need to
create large pieces of public art,”

Repko said. “And now, we have a new
space on the Gainesville Campus to
build these pieces. Our students can
produce art that can withstand the
elements, which will push the public
art initiative further.”

Repko’s ultimate goal is to

have students design and construct

large sculptures to rotate around the
housing authority’s communities and
UNG’s campuses.“We can make the
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After graduate school, | accepted a
teaching position at the University
of North Georgia in the Department
of Visual Arts. And in 2019, | moved
to East Point, GA, and began
Kemling Woodworks; focusing on
high-end, custom furniture. At the
beginning of 2021, | enrolled in the
Mastery Program at the Northwest
Woodworking Studio. Under the
tutelage of Gary Rogowski, my voice
as a craftsman and designer has
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Can you talk to us a bit about the
challenges and lessons you’ve
learned along the way. Looking
back would you say it’s been easy
or smooth in retrospect?

Although always rewarding, designing
and making custom furniture is almost
never a smooth process. The mastery
of the craft is not found the quest of
perfection but is found in the recovery
from mistakes. That idea extends
beyond the project. In February

2020, | suffered a severe hand injury
in the shop. The injury was a result

of a lapse of judgment. As with so
many things, | knew better not to do
what | did. We always do. Thankfully,
I have no permanent damage to my
hand, but it took me several months
to feel comfortable in the shop again.
When we make those mistakes, you
must forgive yourself. We need to
pay attention to not only our physical
healing but our mental and emotional
healing. At the end, | have become a
better and safer furniture maker.

Thanks for sharing that. So, maybe
next you can tell us a bit more
about your work?
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the Shaker style. | was interested in
how the Shakers used proportion and
harmony within their furniture, but
they kept the function of the object at
the forefront. It is of little coincidence

that my interest in Shaker furniture
led me to European and American
Mid-century Modern design.

My current body of work contains
echoes of those early designers
and furniture makers.

Perhaps what sets me apart from
other woodworkers is my process
with my clients. When | take on a
commission, | include the client
within the design process. After

| see the intended space for the
object, | offer a series of sketches
that begins a conversation with the
client. Next, | will make either 1:4- or
1:8-scale models of the design. These
models offer an endless amount of
information for me and the client.

Image Credits:
Fernando Decillis

Contact Info:

Email: kemlingwoodworks@gmail.com

Instagram: http://www.instragram.com/

kemling_woodworks

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/

kemlingwoodworks
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GALLERY DATES

DAHLONEGA:
Department of Visual Arts Faculty Biennial
January 17 — February 8

Foundations: Bob Owens, Tommye Scanlin,
Hank Margeson and Win Crannell
February 28 — March 22

Hal B. Rhodes Il Student Exhibition
April 4 - 26

GAINESVILLE:
Department of Visual Arts Faculty Biennial
January 17 — February 8

Stacy Koffman Retrospective
February 28 — March 22

B.FA. Senior Capstone Exhibition:
Calli Buttrey, Sarah McPherson,
and Sara Wagler
March 30 - April 13

OCONEE:
Department of Visual Arts Faculty Biennial
January 24 — March 11

Stacy Koffman Retrospective |
March 28 — April 22

Spring student art sale
April 12 - 23

(tentative schedule)



