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Welcome to the Environmental Education Workshop.   

 

We are thrilled that you have decided to attend this workshop!  At the workshop, 

RXU�JRDO�LV�WKDW�\RX�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�QRUWK�*HRUJLD¶V�IRUHVWV��VRLOV��ZDWHU��DQG�

environment.  With this information we hope that our communities will become 

responsible stewards of the air, water, and soils in north Georgia.  We hope the 

workshop is both enjoyable and educational.  Finally, we encourage you to share 

the information learned today with your friends, family, and neighbors to have the 

largest positive impact on our communities to keep our air, soils, and water clean 

and safe.  If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Jamie Mitchem.  Enjoy the 

workshop! 
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 Today’s Agenda 
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Weather and Climate 

Trees affect our climate, 

and therefore our 

weather, in three primary 

ways: they lower 

temperatures, reduce 

energy usage and reduce 

or remove air pollutants. 

Each part of the tree 

contributes to climate 

control, from leaves to 

roots. The outdoor air 

conditioning provided by 

trees reduces the energy 

used inside your home or 

office. Shade provided 

by strategically planted 

deciduous trees cools buildings during the warm months, allows the sun's warming rays to shine 

through its branches in the winter and also protects buildings from cold winds. With some 

planning, urban trees can help minimize the heat island effect that saddles many cities. 

 

UNG has data collecting weather 
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Tree Health: Pruning Techniques  

Pruning Mature Trees  

Pruning mature trees may require special equipment, training and experience. If the pruning work requires 
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Pruning Young Trees  

What to Prune 

Only remove dead, dying, diseased, broken or crossing branches. 

Remove branches when there are conflicts with utility lines (always consult a professional) and lines of  

sight related to pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and low limbs over sidewalks.  

If young trees are forked at a narrow angle, prune to create one central leader. This trains the tree to grow  

straight.  

Remove sprouts or suckers at the base of the tree or inside the tree crown that are upright and grow  

rapidly.  

Pruning should be done sparingly. If you remove too many leaves, a tree cannot gather and process  

enough sunlight to make food.  

When to Prune  

For most trees, prune in late winter or early spring before leaves emerge.  

Prune dead, diseased and broken limbs as soon as you notice them. Prompt pruning prevents the spread of  
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